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Richmond: IASS ensuring risk assessments and procedures in 
schools take place and are regularly reviewed 

The context 
During the temporary closure of schools, Government required risk assessment to be carried out to 
identify which CYP should be offered places at schools and which were regarded as safer receiving 
their education at home. The requirement was for these assessments to be carried out with 
involvement of the LA, school, parents/carers and CYP.  

The story 
Feedback to IASS indicated that during the early phase of the closure of schools, risk assessments were 
being in a number of cases “done to” CYP and families rather than “with” those CYP and their 
parents/carers. Both IASS and the PCF were hearing the same information from families and this was 
shared with the LA. During the Easter holidays feedback was shared with the LA service manager and 
the School Improvement Partners who were planning a number of video conferences with school 
SENCO’s in the first week of the new term. The LA had already issued a recommended template and 
suggesting it should be used to support schools in working on risk assessment for CYP. 

The SENDIASS coordinator joined these conferences. This meant the IASS were aware of the advice 
that had been offered to schools i.e. the importance of keeping risk assessments under regular review 
and the system for parents/YP to escalate to the LA for consideration when there was a difference of 
opinion between them and schools. The service was able to contribute the experiences of families to 
these conferences meaning the coordinator could share some of the actual issues and difficulties that 
families were having keeping CYP at home. It was noticeable that in later briefings the LA team 
adopted some of the contributions from IASS into the main presentation offered to SENCOs.   

The outcome 
 Feedback from families has been that risk assessments are being reviewed regularly.

 A few situations have been referred to the LA for consideration when disagreements exist.

 The number of children attending schools has increased

 SENCO’s were reminded of the role of IASS leading to new families contacting the service
about other issues.
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